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Breckland Park will have a new range of play equipment including a zip wire, swing boat, and permanent 
football goal for casual use. More swings are coming to the fenced younger children’s area, and the 
park will have outdoor exercise equipment. It is all part of £65,000 of improvements mainly funded by 
developer contributions.   

Christmas Cards and Hampers 
Raise Spirits

New Play & Outdoor Fitness Equipment 

May Fete Cancelled

We teamed up with the East of England Co-op on 
Norwich Road who topped up our £600 order for 
30 hampers with additional food and gift vouchers. 
100 families were supported across South Norfolk, 
including more than 150 children. Toys and tins of 
chocolates were gratefully received. 
If you need help with any problems you’re facing, 
The Help Hub can arrange the right support for you – 
please contact 01508 533933 or go to www.south-
norfolk.gov.uk/residents/south-norfolk-help-hub

In the same week as Glastonbury cancelled their event, sadly we had to cancel 
our Spring Bank Holiday Fete. We will be back when it is safe to do so.

School children sent Christmas cards to local care homes 
which were well received.  Come Singing is a regular get-
together of people of all ages suffering from memory loss 
who meet at the Costessey Centre for a sing-a-along. They 
are a well-run organised support group who we hope to 
see and hear again soon. It was a lovely gesture to receive 
a Christmas card with a recorded message  “Hello and 
greetings to the Town Council. Come Singing wishes you a 
Merry Christmas and looks forward to seeing you again in 
your excellent facilities when the government allows.”   

Two pages of the next edition will be given to help promote the good work of our community groups and organised healthy living/exercise classes. Send us your feature!  Front cover image is of 
East Hills Wood taken 
by Pauline Williamson.
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As the days lengthen, the first signs 
of spring now herald another year of 
natural woodland beauty and peace 
in one of our precious green spaces.  
Already rich green shoots are 
pushing through promising another 
stunning display of the bluebells 
that gave so many people hope and 
comfort during the early months of 
the pandemic last year.  Although 
the efforts of the Friends of the Tud 
Valley Conservation Volunteers have 
been curtailed by Covid restrictions, 
we have been able to clear sufficient 
re-emerging brambles in the two 
main bluebell glades to ensure a 
similar, or hopefully a better, display 
later this spring. For those of you 
who are new to the area, why not 
take a walk of discovery?  

There is a car park on 
Longwater Lane and a walk 
around the entire wood is 
approximately one mile, with  
shorter options available 
which all include views across 
the Tud Valley towards the 
north. We are always happy to 
hear from anyone who would 
like to join our volunteers 
and help with our work 
maintaining this and other 
green spaces in Costessey.  
Enjoy your time in the woods, 
but please clear up after your 
dogs and take any litter home, 
to help others enjoy their 
walks. Pauline Williamson 
Honorary Volunteer Tree 
Warden 01603 742491.  

East Hills Wood

Thousands of daffodils were planted by volunteers to mark the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in 2012. 
They brighten up our verges and recreational grounds, so please refrain from taking a bunch home.      

Thanks to the amazing efforts of our 
band of volunteers, as soon as November 
lockdown was over we managed to plant 
1,100 trees over National Tree Week. 
Biodegradeable mats surround the trees to 
suppress weeds, and to give them a better 
chance of survival through the summer by 
helping to retain water. We left two small 
pockets ready for seating when the site 
matures, and hope to install a story board 
detailing the history of the woods which 
were purchased from Forestry Commission 
in 1984. Oak lined footpaths cross the 
centre of the site and will be a spectacle in 
future years. 

Greenhills Woods Tree Planting 
National Tree Week 2020

Future generations will benefit 
from the community woodland      

Pauline Williamson kindly gave up her time 
to lead a team of volunteers who planted 
1,100 trees in December. Town Council 
Chairman Dan Burrill presented her with a 
new spade. 
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Coping with Covid at 
the Town Council 

Safer Streets 

Breckland Hall 
used as Covid 
Testing Centre  

A combination of modern technology, flexible staff, 
working from home and virtual meetings has meant our 
services have continued at the same high standard, except 
of course, for our community centres which have been 
closed during lockdowns. Both attendance and interest in 
our public meetings have increased since we decided to 
live stream them on Facebook. Our grounds staff are still 
out and about keeping our sites tidy and safe.        

In December five Town Councillors resigned and we thank 
them for serving our community from 2019. Local Electors 
in the two Town Council Wards of Old Costessey and 
Queen’s Hills were notified by way of notice boards, social 
media, and on the Town Council and District Council’s 
websites. The required number of electors called for a  
By-Election which has been delayed until 6th May due to 
the coronavirus. The successful candidates will have a 
two-year term remaining through to May 2023.   

Subject to change, the current deadline for delivery of 
nomination papers to South Norfolk Council is 4pm on 
Thursday 8 April. Electors across Norfolk will be notified 
of the County Council Elections and Police Crime 
Commissioner Elections also scheduled for 6th May. 
Look out for your poll card or register for a postal vote.    

St Helen’s Church Hall, Gurney Road, New Costessey is a 
new Polling Station and replaces the Methodist Church, 
Norwich Road.     

Working in partnership with Costessey 
Primary School and the County Council, we 
have made a £5,233 bid to improve signage 
and warning lights on roads around the 
school. If successful we will ask children to 
design the 20-mph max. slow down signs. 

Working with School Principal, Mrs Lawson 
we also identified the need for some safety 
improvements to the pedestrian entrance on 
Three Mile Lane. County Councillor, Tim East, 
has arranged for new railings and improved 
surfacing using his £6,000 annual highway 
improvement grant allowance. We have paid 
for signs to warn motorists approaching the 
pedestrian crossing on Sir Alfred Munnings 
Road, Queen’s Hills.       

Elections 
6th May 2021
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The beating heart of the Royal British 
Legion has always been its membership.  
The Costessey Branch is a thriving 
branch and has around 115 members 
that would usually meet monthly at 
the Bush PH and then again for a social 
event or outing each month, so the 
Covid restrictions have hit us hard.  
Consequently, we needed a way to stay 
connected and we decided before the 
first round of restrictions kicked in that 
we would form telephone Buddy Groups 
and connect around once a fortnight 
to ensure everyone stayed safe and 
got any help they needed.  Of course, 
not all our members could participate, 
many are key workers and have been 
working throughout.  Even so, those 
that did participate have been most 
active and have made regular calls 
and in some cases delivered shopping, 
papers, prescriptions, etc., whilst also 
posting letters and undertaking other 
small tasks for those having to remain 
indoors.  Since the pandemic started we 
have sadly lost a few of our members, 
though I am pleased to say, not as result 
of Covid.  As a result, we have had to 
provide telephone and written support 
to the bereaved. The standard bearer 
and members have attended funerals 
whenever they have been able to.   

The Buddy Groups took-off very quickly 
and it became evident that we could 
broaden this activity to include members 
of the wider community that just need a 

regular chat to keep their spirits up and 
stave off loneliness and isolation.  As a 
result, we informed the Town Council, 
the local churches and one or two other 
organisations, about the Buddy Call 
system we had introduced and we were 
soon attracting additional people into 
our network from around the county 
and the local community.  This has had 
the spin off benefit of increasing our 
membership, as once people realised 
that they did not need to have served in 
the military to become a member, they 
seemed keen to become more involved.  
I estimate that to date we have made 
around 4,000 telephone calls since the 
outbreak began and though the figures 
fell slightly during last summer, they 
have picked up again as a result of the 
most recent restrictions.  

In addition, the RBL membership 
reacted well to the various national 
calls for help and several members of 
the Branch registered with the Rubicon 
organisation when the appeal  went out 
last year for volunteers to assist with 
an emergency mortuary plan that was 
being considered.  We have also helped 
a local school with IT support donating 4 
iPads for use by pupils without access to 
such facilities.  

As a result of these activities, the role 
the RBL has been playing within the 
community has made us more aware 
of the need to better integrate our 
support activities within the Costessey 

community as a whole and so we were 
eager to extend and grow the links we 
had established.  Consequently, we 
have been actively engaged within the 
Costessey Cares group and this has 
brought the Branch to the attention of 
the RBL nationally.  We hope that this 
development will see the RBL become 
more outward facing, embracing local 
community support activities.  

Finally, I would like to extend a huge thank 
you to all in the local community that 
donated to the annual Poppy Appeal.  
Last year, before the pandemic hit, we 
raised just short of £24,000 a new high 
for the Branch.  But in many ways this 
year was even more impressive.  Without 
the usual outlets available to us in 
supermarkets etc., we have still raised 
over £10,000, well under last year, but 
a fantastic result in the circumstances.  
Thank you to all that contributed and 
we hope to have few additional events 
to boost this figure in the summer, 
assuming restrictions are lifted.

If you are interested in becoming a 
member just go the Royal British Legion 
website and click on ‘Becoming a 
Member’ or telephone 0800 307 7773 
and they will arrange everything for you.  
Our Branch is the Costessey & District 
Branch and our Branch number is 0629.  

Stewart Blackburn

Chairman Costessey and District Branch 
Royal British Legion

Did you see some extra stars around Costessey this Christmas?  
Local schools, churches and community groups encouraged 
us to display them in our windows and gardens, and we 
enjoyed seeing them popping up around the town. 

We are Costessey Cares, a new network of people and 
organisations working together in support of the 
Costessey community.  We organised the Stars 
campaign to give us a way of connecting with our 
neighbours and sharing a sign of hope.  

We want to continue to celebrate our 
community spirit by raising funds to help 
people who are struggling financially, both 
as a result of COVID and other personal crisis 
now, and in the future.  Unfortunately, we 
can all see that the financial impact of COVID 
will continue to affect people in Costessey for 
several years. 

In order to do this we are starting the Costessey 
Cares Charity, and aiming to raise £7000 in the first 
year, but our first challenge is to raise £500 to get it 
up and running.  

The RBL in Costessey 
during the Covid Pandemic

Costessey Cares
We are also looking for people to get involved in 

supporting the Charity, either by organising 
fundraisers, or by getting involved in the ‘back office’ 

helping with publicity, finances and administration.   
 If you would like to help, please email Naomi Tuma 

at CostesseyCares@gmail.com  
Also, please consider making a donation by 

sending a cheque payable to Costessey 
Cares c/o Rev Edward Land, The Vicarage, 

Folgate Lane, Costessey, NR8 5DP or 
make a donation through our Costessey 
Cares Go-Fund-Me page via the 
internet.  
Town Councillor Patrick O’Connor has 

been appointed as the Town Council 
representative. He is also Chairman of 

the Costessey Parochial Charity who 
distribute grants to individuals in need and 

manage the allotments on West End. 
www.costessey.org 

Village Sign on Townhouse Road
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Kris joined Norfolk Constabulary in 1997 and has 
served in many areas of the county in a number 
of uniformed roles. He is now Operations Lead for 
the Broadland and South Norfolk Districts which 
surround Norwich and stretch from Wroxham to 
Diss and Barnham Broom to Acle. His focus is on 
reducing crimes that cause the highest harm and 
protecting those who find themselves vulnerable. 
Kris said, ‘I have a great affinity for South Norfolk 
where I have lived for many years now. I very much 
look forward to working with all the neighbourhood 
policing teams including Local Policing Inspector 

Dave Burke and the Beat Manager who has responsibility for Costessey, PC 
Stu Barnard, who I know well, as he is my brother!’ Kris added ‘South Norfolk is 
one of the safest areas not only in the county but also in the country. I and the 
team will do all we can to ensure that continues.’

Brothers on the Beat 

Locally born boxer Jon Thaxton and 
former Parish Council Chairman, 
the late Bill Dinneen, officially 
opened the popular outdoor gym 
at our Longwater Lane Grounds 
NR8 5AH ten years ago. It was a 
first for the area at the time. With a 
new range coming to Breckland 
Park NR5 ORW, a jog between 
the two sites could be your daily 
exercise. Competent runners may 
wish to cut through East Hills Wood 
to take in the lovely scenery and 
reduce the distance. Top tip: It is 
mostly downhill in one direction!         

2K to 2Gym 
Challenge

In January, a youth defendant pleaded guilty to criminal offences in relation 
to spraying graffiti on street furniture across Costessey.

Readers’ Pictures

The Dower House on Costessey Golf Course - 

Commendation for Heritage Conservation in the 

2016 South Norfolk Design Awards

Town Council Chairman Cllr Dan Burrill and Cllr Gary Blundell at the new Rainbow Bench dedicated to the NHS and Keyworkers.

Road Sign commissioned by Riley Builders 

and restored by a volunteer.

South of Hampden View – The land is set aside for sports pitches, allotments, and a community facility.

Leaning tree reported by a vigilant user of Greenhills Woods. 

Chief Inspector  
Kris Barnard
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To do this we will run what is called 
a deficit budget in which we will 
spend more than we will receive in 
income and use our reserves to make 
good the shortfall. This is possible 
because, due to prudent financial 
management by the Officers and 
Council Members over the years, we 
have built up sufficient reserves to 
meet such situations. The biblical 
parable of seven fat years and seven 
lean years comes to mind. Unlikely 
though it may sound we have also had 
our share of good financial fortune 
over the last twelve months. The loss 
of income caused by the closure of 
our halls to the public for a good 
portion of the year was a blow, but 
was softened by our decision to bring 
the cleaning of our halls in-house. 
This enabled us to make considerable 
savings against the cost of our 
original fixed-price contract and the 
loss of hall income was also lessened 
when the government extended their 
business interruption grants to our 
tier of local authorities. It is no secret 
that running halls are a service to the 
community as they normally run at a 
loss. Therefore, the above measures 
and the associated reduction in 
service costs have meant that what 
we initially feared to be a deficit has 
turned out not to be. This surplus 
added to the previous years’ reserves 
enables us to meet the anticipated 
expenditure in 2021/22.

A detailed breakdown of our 2021/22 
Budget can be found on www.
costessey.org.uk  

OK - hopefully we have set and 
covered the budget for the next 
financial year, but will things improve 
in 2022/23? We are concerned that 
they may not, as further pressure 
comes to bear on our Tax Base.  
The number fell this year in Costessey, 
albeit by a very small amount, despite 
more houses being built. 

Simply 
Finance

Council  Weekly Costessey There are 7387 
Tax Band charge for two  dwellings as of 
 adults paying February 2021 
 the full amount      

     A £1.56 831
     B £1.81 2000
     C £2.07 2578
     D £2.33  1203
     E £2.84 572
     F £3.35 139
     G £3.88 62
     H £4.65  2

This is because increasing numbers of 
households had to claim benefits and, 
as such, became exempt from council 
tax. We hope that a post-pandemic 
recovery lessens 
these numbers 
but at present 
unemployment 
is forecast to 
rise even further 
in 2021, as the 
furlough scheme 
ends and Covid 
still restricts 
economic 
activity.  
To cut a long 
story short we fear the Tax Base may 
be reduced again during next year 
and that we will have to continue to 
use our reserves to keep services 
running at the current levels in 
2022/23.

It is also worth pointing out that we 
have also kept the Cemetery Fees and 
Hall Hire charges at the same level as 
last year again, so as not to increase 
the financial pressures on those 
members of our community who need 
to use these services. Cemetery fees 
elsewhere have risen sharply - an 
authority in Essex has been roundly 
criticised for introducing a 12% hike in 
burial costs. We do not want, nor do 

we see the need, to make the council 
taxpayers of Costessey pay any 
more than necessary for the reliable 
services that we provide.  

Finally, the 
External and 
Internal Auditors 
were satisfied 
yet again, so well 
done to all the 
staff. It is worth 
pointing out 
that it’s not just 
about Finance 
and Governance, 
the Internal 
Auditor also 

checks we inspect play equipment 
regularly and that we have dealt with 
defects. We’ve never actually seen 
them on the zip wire though!             

Town Councillor Graham Jones 

Chairman of the Finance, Budgets 
and Staffing Committee   

Given that finance is not exactly a riveting topic I will get 
straight to the important news. There will be no increase in 
council tax rate levied by Costessey Town Council in the next 
financial year 2021/22. A quick scan of the local and national 
newspapers will show that is against the background 
of substantial increases in the local taxes elsewhere. It 
was a unanimous decision to hold the rate of the Council 
Tax. We felt that given the difficult year and the ongoing 
economic uncertainty, it was appropriate not to add to the 
pressures, especially the financial ones, on the community.

Our Grounds Team spend two days 
a week looking after the Longwater 
Lane Cemetery and St Edmund’s 
Closed Churchyard on The Street.    

Council 

Tax

Planning consent granted for cremation 
plots along a 10 metre strip. 



About Us
TOWN COUNCILLORS FOR COSTESSEY
Please find our councillors’ email addresses at 
www.costessey.org.uk/councillors.html      

Iftekhar Alam  
35, Valley Road   t. 07973 870113

John Amis (Vice-Chairman)  
96, Olive Road  t. 746665

Mark Bedford 
32, Bottom Breck Close  t. 749833

Gary Blundell 
37, Kestrel Avenue  t. 741097

Dan Burrill (Chairman) 
11, Jerningham Road  t. 449840

Glenys Dole 
Folgate Lane  t. 07423 560969

Tim East  
7, St Walstans Close  t. 743241

Libby Glover  
78, Middleton Crescent  t. 748374

Sheila Hannant  
88, Longwater Lane  t. 743444

Graham Jones  
457, Dereham Road  t. 742791

Sheila Jones  
457, Dereham Road  t. 742791

Terry Laidlaw 
3, Hill Top Drive  t. 271687

John Newby  
6, Carr’s Hill Close  t. 746328

Patrick O’Connor  
144, Gunton Lane  t. 748339

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS FOR COSTESSEY 
NEW COSTESSEY WARD

John Amis e. jamis@s-norfolk.gov.uk 
96, Olive Road t. 746665

Dan Burrill e. dburrill@s-norfolk.gov.uk 
11, Jerningham Road t. 449840

 OLD COSTESSEY WARD (INC QUEEN’S HILLS)

Sharon Blundell e. sblundell@s-norfolk.gov.uk 
37, Kestrel Ave, Queen’s Hills t. 741097

Libby Glover e. lglover@s-norfolk.gov.uk 
78, Middleton Crescent t. 748374

Terry Laidlaw e. tlaidlaw@s-norfolk.gov.uk 
3, Hill Top Drive t. 271687

COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Tim East e. tim.east.cllr@norfolk.gov.uk 
7, St Walstans Close t. 743241

COUNCIL STAFF
Town Clerk: Hilary Elias

Deputy Clerk: Nigel Bailey

Clerk’s Assistants: Maggie Vozza & Emma Savage

Buildings Manager: Debbie Bowles

Head Groundsman: Barry Barber

Groundsman/Handy Person: Steven Lester

Maurice Barrowcliffe: Caretaker/Cleaner 

COUNCIL VOLUNTEERS
Honorary Tree Warden: Pauline Williamson

Honorary Archivist: Paul Cooper

We are always seeking volunteers and can provide the 
relevant training and equipment.
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Planning

New Community Facility at 
Hampden View

We recommended approval of plans to 
extend the Ormiston Victory Academy 
to increase its capacity by 300 school 
children but suggested some local 
highway improvements to make the area 
around it safer. We also fed in ideas to 
Norfolk County Council’s bid to improve 
the Dereham Road for bus passengers and cyclists on the section 
between Longwater Lane and the Bowthorpe roundabout. Crucial 
to both projects are improvements to the Richmond Road/Dereham 
Road junction and pedestrian crossing. 

We also listened to representatives engaged by Aldi seeking to build 
a new store on William Frost Way at Longwater. If approved by the 
Planning Authority, we felt the planning conditions should include an 
upgrade to the nearby bus stop and pedestrian crossing, along with 
a contribution towards much-needed improvements to the main 
A47/A1074 Longwater interchange which we have been mentioning 
for many years.

As part of a planning obligation, Taylor 
Wimpey will build a community facility and car 
park to the south of their site off the A1074 
Dereham Road, which they will hand over to 
the Town Council. Surrounding it will be sports 
pitches, recreational areas, allotments, and a 
community orchard, which will be maintained 
by Greenbelt.co.uk and upkeep paid for 
using service charges paid by homeowners. 
The Town Council was never given the option 
to take on the green spaces. 

Contact Us
COSTESSEY TOWN COUNCIL

  TOWN COUNCIL OFFICE, FIRST FLOOR,  
  THE COSTESSEY CENTRE, LONGWATER LANE,  
  COSTESSEY, NORWICH NR8 5AH

  info@costesseytc.org   01603 742958

  www.costessey.org.uk    Follow us: @CostesseyTC

We are ready to re-open 
our Community Centres 
We appreciate you may have 
reservations when restrictions 
on gatherings and activities 
are lifted. Please do contact 
us to discuss your booking 
in detail and we will guide 
you through any additional 
requirements. We hope our 
decision to freeze our hall hire 
fees goes a little way to help 
you in these difficult times.         

The Stafford Hall at  
The Costessey Centre   

Greenbelt.co.uk 
will maintain the 
play areas


