
No increase in Costessey Council Tax share 

but Street Light Levy is transferred        

Keeping you informed                  

 

Last year we approved a partnership project with the  

City College, Norwich to further develop the website, 

revise the style of our newsletter and launch social    

media. Positive feedback meant we decided to post a 

copy of this newsletter to all 7,150 dwellings at a cost of 

44p per issue. By using published information on local 

house sales we also send a copy to new residents as a 

way of introducing our services, Town Councillors, staff 

and volunteers. Of course the data doesn’t tell us if you 

decided to move within Costessey, so if you have, 

thanks for staying with us! Apart from staff time, the 

website will only cost £250 a year and the on-line chats 

have given us a better insight into what our residents, 

visitors and tax payers want to know. The website now 

has a search facility. Go to www.costessey.org.uk   

New volunteer Town Councillors take first opportunity to fill vacancies      
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Hopefully we have kept you informed about the 225 

street lights currently managed by South Norfolk    

Council. Subject to the legal transfer from April 2019, 

we will be responsible for around 189 of the lights       

situated on public footpaths. We decided against 

managing the lights on privately owned land including 

areas like communal car parks, open spaces and lights 

attached to dwellings. Council Tax payers have been 

paying a ‘Special Expenses Levy’ to South Norfolk 

Council as part of their Council Tax. For two adults living 

in a Band D property it was equivalent to £5.01 per            

annum. £4.21 of this charge will now be transferred to 

the Costessey Council Tax from April, but unfortunately 

it will appear as a percentage increase on your 

2019/20 Council Tax Demand. Rest assured we have 

obtained a grant to replace the older columns and 

those ’cropped’ by the District Council for safety      

reasons. We have made every effort to bring forward 

the transfer, but are still waiting whilst legal advisors         

ensure the assets are properly recorded.        

Setting aside street lights, some careful budgeting has 

meant that in real terms the Costessey Council Tax will 

not be increasing and the Costessey Tax Payer will not 

be any worse off as a result of the changes in            

responsibility for the lights we opted to manage.            

 

 

 

 

Our £636,576 2019/20 Budget has been set and you 

can find the full details on our website.                        

The 3.8% notional increase is a transfer of tax between 

authorities purely to light public footpaths.             

Our young volunteers certainly know how to support 

and improve our communities. The Blundells are first to 

volunteer for the annual fete and help stock up the 

Community Fridge at the Queen’s Hills Community 

Centre. Last summer the Lisgo family spotted a trolley 

full of leaflets dumped in a ditch. They stopped to find 

out more and took it upon themselves to clear the    

entire area of litter. Thanks again for giving up your 

spare time, you all set a great example.                           

Two families with a common aim                

Costessey Community Youth Awards   



New Councillors take up vacancies     

Re-use and recycle       

As we head towards the 2nd May 2019 Elections, it’s 

common to receive resignations towards the end of 

the four year term. In December Paul Cooper & Reg 

Piesse stood down and in January Stephen Burton left 

the Council. Paul will continue as a volunteer Honorary 

Archivist and, together with Roy Howard, he has 

worked really hard to develop the Costessey Memories 

Group and spent much of his time preparing footage 

for shows and displaying pictures, including those in the 

Rymarz Gallery at The Costessey Centre and the ‘Then 

& Now’ pictures on our website. We wish Reg well in this 

new phase of his retirement and thank him for over 30 

years’ dedication. We trust he will find more time to visit 

his favourite place of Wells-next-the-Sea. Fiona Carter 

and Terry Laidlaw have been coming to our public 

meetings on a regular basis and as new members are 

already looking forward to working together with the 

rest of the Town Councillors for the benefit of the    

community. South Norfolk Council have published a      

timeline on their website for anyone interested in      

becoming a Town Councillor. Nomination papers must 

be submitted to South Norfolk Council between 9am 

and 4 pm on any working day from Wednesday 20 

March 2019 to Wednesday 3 April 2019 inclusive.              

Are you familiar with the NANSA charity shop? It’s on 

the corner of Kabin Road/Norwich Road and you may 

recall it was formerly the Plug & Socket. The bus stop 

for the 23A is handy and there is ample parking. When 

the shop is open and, if it’s dry weather, many of the 

items are on display outside and the team of                   

volunteers is always seeking to theme the items         

donated around our seasonal events. There is always a 

good selection of books and shelves full of DVDs. 

Handbags, jewellery, ornaments and shoes fill the 

store. NANSA empowers people with disabilities to 

achieve life aspirations and provides support to        

educate and train all ages with any disability.              
                                 Feature submitted by Mrs Dole                     

A massive 360 items recycled & 666 re-used                 

 

The re-use event has been running for eight years. It 

gives us all an opportunity to de-clutter our home and 

garage without a trip to the recycling centre which now 

charges for certain items. Big thanks to Irene & Angela 

Dinneen who always volunteer to serve the refreshments 

with donations going to Macmillan Nurses. The event 

also raised £231 for the RSPCA Norwich & Mid Norfolk 

Branch. June Heath of Richmond Road said “I took 

books and some old electrical items and I came away 

with a travel hairdryer. It was even PAT tested by the 

electrician.” Look out for the next event leaflet on your 

wheelie bin. We tweet and post events on Facebook.     

                    

Thanks to the local farmer and staff who 

worked tirelessly to plant thousands of 

miscanthus rhizomes on land at the rear 

of our cemetery. When harvested, the 

crop will produce a return whilst we   

finalise our cemetery extension plans. 

Nicknamed ’Elephant Grass’ it will deter 

fly-tipping and unlawful incursions.                    

 

Staff team building day out! 

Two Day Fete in May   

The Annual Fete is over two days on Sunday 26th May 

& Bank Holiday Monday 27th May. The longer day is 

on the Sunday from 12 noon with live entertainment 

including an ABBA tribute act through to the fireworks 

at 10pm. It all starts again at the same time on the 

Monday but with a 5pm finish. It’s free entry.       

www.costessey.org.uk/fete 

or follow the Costessey Fete 

2019 on Facebook  

          NANSA Charity Shop                              Irene & Angela Dinneen    



Residents will go to bed in Bawburgh and 

wake up in Costessey.     

Farmland Road Planning Appeal     

Supported by South Norfolk Council, Bawburgh Parish 

Council & Costessey Town Council, the Boundary          

Commission approved the re-alignment of the Parish 

Boundary from 1st April 2019, and it will now follow the 

line of the A47 southern bypass. A full list of the 110 

homes affected is available on our website.                                    

Existing Parish Boundary  

The last boundary review was in 2002, well before the 

fields were developed. Voters will now head to the      

Costessey Centre Polling Station instead of Bawburgh     

Village Hall for the next Local Elections on 2nd May 2019.      

Allotments, playing fields and a pavilion will be provided 

by Taylor Wimpey and in the future will be maintained by 

Costessey Town Council. We understand that the          

ongoing costs associated with the upkeep of equipped 

play areas, installed by Taylor Wimpey, will be paid for 

through Service Charges only paid by the home-owners 

on the site. The Town Council was never given the       

opportunity to manage these.                                    

As part of the appeal process, South Norfolk Council  

sent on all the previous comments made to the      

Planning Inspectorate who have decided that ‘the 

case has generated a level of local interest such as to 

warrant a hearing.’ This will be held over two days at 

the District Council offices. We continue to oppose the 

application to build 83 dwellings, including 27            

affordable homes; we want to save our precious River 

Tud Valley and its stunning views. We consider access 

to the site down the steep Farmland Road completely 

unacceptable. The land is susceptible to flooding. We 

have supported growth in many parts of Costessey and 

feel that other sites locally are far more suitable. We 

have worked closely with the Farmland Road Action 

Group who share our concerns. For updates go to 

www.costessey.org.uk/farmland-road 

Costessey Knot on road signs   

 Community Fridge Christmas give away   

The Community Fridge has been open for over a year 

now and has prevented large quantities of food waste 

being sent to landfill. Produce is collected and             

transported by volunteers to the Queen’s Hills               

Community Centre for distribution. As Christmas              

approached, supermarkets found it difficult to predict 

how much stock is likely to be sold and arranged    

special collections of unsold food. We estimate an  

unbelievable three tonnes of food was diverted to the 

Community Fridge, and volunteers made special       

arrangements for residents to collect it. It was quite a 

sight with heaps of perfectly good produce. Also in the  

run up to Christmas, volunteers worked with community 

groups and the Help Hub to prepare hampers for the 

needy. Well done to all involved and thanks to local 

food stores for their generosity.                                    

At no cost to the Town Council, Taylor Wimpey have   

included the Costessey Knot on road signs at the Lodge   

Farm (Hampdens) development. As part of a planning          

condition they have also contributed to the cost of the 

A1074 road widening due for completion in the summer.                  



 Footballers no longer risk sliding tackles       Name changed to reflect identity          

Great news if you are thinking about having a party.       

We have reduced Hall Hire Fees for Saturday nights,   

including the extension through until midnight.           

We have also managed to keep the fees low for our  

regular hirers like clubs, exercise classes and            

community groups. Take a look at our website and 

contact us for availability. The Stafford Hall is our largest 

room and can be booked on a Saturday evening until 

10:30pm for just £64, with an option to extend until   

midnight for an additional £32. Our other venues are 

even cheaper. A bar is provided with a £95 deposit  

returnable when sales reach this amount.                            

Following feedback from our residents, hirers, and         

visitors and after considering wider factors like the      

introduction of a new Town Council Ward of Queen’s 

Hills, we took the unusual decision of changing the 

name of the community facility we opened in 2014 at 

Queen’s Hills. The new name and the costs associated 

with the change were approved at public meetings. 

There were no grants readily available but we have 

been really fortunate to receive grants for other       

projects we had prioritised in 2018. The four District     

Councillors kindly arranged the following grants:  

It continues to be a problem and everyone has tried to 

find a solution. Prior to kick-off the home team has to 

check the pitch and is always disappointed to report 

this recurring issue, hence why sliding tackles are risky! 

It’s not a new directive from the FA, it’s the thought of 

having dog poo on their boots and legs.                              

Cllr John Amis  £850  Breckland Hall Stage                  

Refurbishment    

Cllr Viv Bell  £700  Laptop for Archivist & 

Table trollies for        

Breckland Hall   

Cllr Sharon Blundell £1,000 Breckland Hall Stage 

Curtains coming soon  

Cllr Andrew Pond  £1,000 External Defibrillator at 

The Costessey Centre 

coming soon    

Old Costessey Women’s Institute    

Eighty years ago in 1938, 35 ladies formed a local WI for Old   

Costessey. The agreement to meet on the second Wednesday of 

every month at 2.30pm still stands; they meet at the Costessey   

Centre and we support them with low cost hall hire. Currently 40 

members enjoy listening to speakers and topical demonstrations. 

They like countryside walks and trips to historical places of        

interest. They often meet up with other WIs in the area.                          

Time to party with our low cost hall hire     

This Parent & Toddler Group has been running for many years 

and simply aims to facilitate a regular get together and cover 

the cost of the hall hire. They meet term-time only on a    

Thursday from 9.30am to 11.30am at the Owen Barnes Room,   

Breckland Road. Mums, Dads, carers, babies and toddlers are 

all welcome. It’s £2.50 for 1 parent & 1 child, plus 50p extra per 

child. Price includes tea/coffee and biscuits for the adults and a 

soft drink for toddlers. Extra snacks are available to purchase. 

Come along for a warm welcome.    

Breckland Babes  



New Defibrillator at West One Hair Salon  

The Old Cricket Ground, West End    

With the help of clients, local businesses, Loving-by-    

Giving and The Catholic Church of our Lady and Saint 

Walstan, West One Hair and Beauty Salon on West End 

raised £2,000 for the life saving equipment. K.P Electrics 

kindly installed the fully automated device outside the 

salon which is opposite the Harte Public House. 

Our Grounds Staff have been working hard to clear 

the site. It is accessed from 210, West End NR8 5AW 

and was formerly the Old Cricket Ground. Dog walkers 

are welcome and, unlike our Longwater Lane &     

Breckland Road parks, they can let their dogs off the 

lead. Unfortunately there is no parking. Other similar 

sites we manage are Greenhills Woods and Bunkers 

Hills. Easthills Woods is managed by South Norfolk 

Council and volunteers.     

Community Transport      

Transport Plus uses volunteer car drivers to help you 

access essential health, social and wellbeing services. 

Journeys can be booked with the County Council’s 

customer service centre on 0344 800 8020. Staff then 

organise the journey with an available driver or advise 

about other providers. 

A charge is made for each journey to cover the cost 

of fuel and general wear and tear of the vehicle. This 

is paid direct to the driver and starts at 45p per mile.   

Volunteer drivers are always required and charge the 

customer from their home address. They need to 

check with their insurance provider that they are    

covered.      

Kestrel Avenue, Queen’s Hills      

On the original master plan for Queen’s Hills it was      

envisaged that this parcel of land would be a car park 

for a retail area opposite. The shops and pub never 

came about and the County Council compulsorily    

purchased land both sides of Kestrel Avenue.               

The Primary School was extended and towards the end 

of last year and prior to public auction the Town Council 

was offered the piece of land for £2,000 plus fees, or the 

option to bid at the auction. Both were declined and 

we understand the land was sold for £2,000.                 

We have no idea of the new owner’s intentions.                                    

Looking back on 2018    

Well   

Let us have your feedback on our website; it’s the first 

place to look for up-to-date messages. The Pirate Ship 

we installed at Breckland Park has been a great success.     

2018 certainly gave us contrasting weather conditions 

and we waved goodbye to the OFO Hire-a-Bike 

scheme. You may be interested to know that we found 

and reported several of them vandalised or abandoned 

on our grounds. We try to keep our halls and grounds 

open during severe weather conditions. We try to grit/

salt entrances to car parks or footway entrances to        

buildings, and disabled parking spaces. Unfortunately 

we’re unable to grit entire car parks. You may have 

spotted that the pictures on our website were taken   

during the heat wave. The grass was bare, but it was 

great to see you enjoying our parks like Gunton Lane. 



Message from the Chairman  About us  

I feel really privileged to have been serving you as 

Chairman since May and especially over the             

November Remembrance period, when we all paused 

for a while to reflect on those who served our Country 

and to mark 100 years since the end of the First World 

War. It certainly made the military presence at the May 

fete even more significant and supported the Council’s 

decision to have a flag pole at The Costessey Centre, 

which has become a focal point. I was delighted to be 

asked by one of our local art groups to hand out their 

awards and view their lovely artwork. Thanks also to the 

volunteer Town Councillors who give up their own time 

to first debate, then democratically make decisions on 

your behalf. I would also like to thank the public who 

attend our meetings or simply contact us about        

day-to-day topics. I hope the buffet I was able to ar-

range at the last meeting in 2018, went a little way to 

thanking everyone and of course all of the staff and 

volunteers connected to the Council.  

TOWN COUNCILLORS FOR COSTESSEY  

Sharon Blundell 37, Kestrel Avenue, Queen's Hills 741097     
(Town Council Chairman)  

John Amis 96, Olive Road 746665 (Vice-Chairman) 

Mark Bedford 32, Bottom Breck Close 749833  

Gary Blundell 37, Kestrel Avenue, Queen’s Hills 741097 

Dan Burrill 11, Jerningham Road 449840  

Fiona Carter 67, Peacock Grove, Queen’s Hills 746168    

Tim East 7, St Walstans Close 743241  

Louise Gibbs-Kneller 58, Redpoll Road, Queen's Hills 742035  

Libby Glover 78, Middleton Crescent 748374  

David Gunby 15A, Grove Avenue 280651  

Sheila Hannant 88, Longwater Lane 743444 

Terry Laidlaw 3, Hill Top Drive 271687  

Duncan Lister Holkham House, Townhouse Rd 948242  

John Newby 6, Carr’s Hill Close 746328  

Patrick O’Connor 144, Gunton Lane 748339  

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS FOR COSTESSEY 

New Costessey Ward 

John Amis 96, Olive Road 746665 

Vivienne Bell St Mary’s, 8 Smithdale Road 743366 

Old Costessey Ward  

Sharon Blundell 37, Kestrel Avenue, Queen’s Hills 741097 

Andrew Pond 11, Folly Road, Wymondham 01953 607267  

COUNTY COUNCILLOR FOR COSTESSEY 

Tim East 7, St Walstans Close 743241  

COUNCIL STAFF   

Town Clerk - Hilary Elias      Deputy Clerk - Nigel Bailey 

Clerk’s Assistants - 

Maggie Vozza, Emma Savage & Debbie Bowles 

Head Groundsman - Barry Barber 

Groundsman/Handy Person - Steven Lester 

COUNCIL VOLUNTEERS  

Honorary Archivist - Paul Cooper  

Tree Warden - Pauline Williamson    

Gunton Lane Warden - Ben Vince     

We are always seeking volunteers and can            
provide the relevant training and equipment. 

Published by Hilary Elias, Town Clerk       

E: info@costesseytc.org   

T: 01603 742958 

@CostesseyTC   

We donated a Shadow Tommy to the Queen’s Hill Primary School    


