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Call for Gardeners!
A new Community 
Gardening Club 
for Costessey
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Active Education -  
Made in Costessey

Training Hub 
for Town & 
Parish  
Councils

Safe Base

Back in 2014 our former Chairman 
Viv Bell presented Sam Boon with 
a Community Youth Award. As a 
teenager, Sam from Sunny Grove 
attended the Town Council funded 
youth club and last year founded 
the Children’s Holiday Activity Club 
called Active Education. Many of 
our community groups who hire 
our halls have a break during the 
school holidays, so Sam grabbed the 
opportunity of filling empty sessions 
to provide a valuable childcare service 
for working parents and carers.  

Email:  
office.activeeducation@gmail.com    

Trainer Julie King said, 
“We regularly use the Costessey 
Centre for training volunteer 
Councillors and Council staff. 
The facilities are modern, clean, 
spacious, and the staff are 
always on hand to help.” 

www.norfolkpts.org

Formed in 1948, the Norwich and 
District Safety Group have members 
from a wide variety of industries and 
risk levels including retail, chemical 
plants and manufacturing. 

Fire Safety Advisor Tim Allison said, 

“The team at The Costessey 
Centre have always made our 
group feel welcome and are 
happy to help if we’ve forgotten 
something or need to change 
things around.”

“The Costessey Centre is a great 
place to meet with different size 
rooms available, and with the glass 
partition overlooking the gallery 
upstairs it makes for a bright and 
inviting space to use.”
www.norwichdistrictsafetygroup.org.uk

Low-cost venuesROOMS
FOR
HIRE

Further details and prices can be found on our website

Sam Boon 
in 2014

Traditional Karate Fitness
Traditional 
Karate & 
Fitness (TKF) 
was launched 
in 2014 by four professional 
instructors passionate about 
creating a club producing high 
quality Shotokan Karate, where 
students of all ages and abilities 
receive the best possible training 
from experienced and committed 
instructors.

TKF were one of the first regular 
hirers of the Queen’s Hills 
Community Centre  

www.karatefitness.co.uk

We have 
teamed up with 
volunteers 
from Wonky 
Wheels. Look 
out for the 
next event on  
www.wonkywheels.org

Free
Bike

Checks &
Repairs

Bike checked for safety. Small fixes & parts provided free of charge

Provided by Wonky WheelsCommunity BicycleWorkshopwww.wonkywheels.orghello@wonkywheels.org@wonkywheels

 Thursday 11thNovember
10 - 2

Queen's HillCommunity CentreFirst come, first served



3   info@costesseytc.org      01603 742958       www.costessey.org.uk        @CostesseyTC

Litter picking experts 
Costessey Litter-Picking Crew (CLiC) 
are a new team of volunteers who 
start at Breckland Park and move on to 
other areas which do not benefit from 
regular litter-picking by our staff. It all 
helps keep our streets clean and they 
de-brief at the hall for a well-deserved 
cuppa and biscuit provided by the 
Norwich Road Co-op.         

Peter and his 
daughter Chloe 
(pictured left) 
cover Lodge Farm 
including the 
woodlands around 
the cemetery and 
along the dual 
carriageway. 

Anyone who has 
walked from the 

Roundwell Monument to Longwater 
Retail Park will know how windy this 
stretch of Dereham Road is. So strong 
the takeaway wrappers and bottles 
must get blown out of the hands of the 
customers!  

Peter works for Aviva who promote 
staff volunteering for their community. 

Streetlights High Pressure Gas Main  
Our programme of replacement lights meant 
another twenty columns were renewed, 
including one on Tower Close which was 
struck by an unknown vehicle. Fortunately, it 
was one of the older columns due for renewal 
soon, but our insurance covered the cost 
of a new one. Our 189 LED lights can easily 
be identified by a green and white sticker if 
they are faulty. Each light costs around £13 
per annum in electricity to run and they dim 
to 50% between midnight and 5am to save 
taxpayers’ money. Other lights are managed 
by the Highways Agency, Norfolk County 
Council, Housing Associations, Developers 
and South Norfolk Council. 

Running from Drayton to Bowthorpe, a High-Pressure Gas 
Main runs through the centre of Costessey including our 
Longwater Grounds. The orange and white poles help identify 
its route and a helicopter regularly checks there are no 
excavation works taking place nearby. Under supervision 
from Cadent we had to remove some old swings. Look out for 
the replacement set called the hip-hop pictured on page 4. 
Check before you dig!  
www.cadentgas.com/help-advice/digging-safely  

It breaks up his working day and, 
looking at the picture, we will 
need more trade bins. Keep up 
the good work!
We contacted UK Power 
Networks to report fly-tipping 
and rubbish thrown over a Sub 
Station fence on Tower Close.     

New Recycling Centre at 
Harford A140/A47 Park & 
Ride Site Opening Soon   
There will be low-level bins meaning people 
will not have to climb steps to recycle their 
waste, and there will be plenty of parking for 
cars, bicycles and vehicles with trailers, plus 
a one-way traffic system to smooth traffic 
flow and reduce queues.

The new £1.9m recycling centre will replace 
the smaller Ketteringham recycling centre.

Message 
from 
Paul 
Cooper,  
Honorary 
Archivist: “Keep sending 
in your old pictures”

All Costessey residents now 
own a piece of Queen’s Hills        
Almost ten years have passed since we obtained a Licence to Build the 
Queen’s Hills Community Centre which opened in 2014. This meant we 
didn’t legally own the land under the hall and car park, but finally, it is legally 
ours which, in effect, means it is owned by all of the Costessey Residents.

Our legal fees for the final transaction were £1,941, and some final tree 
works in the adjacent woodland estimated at £2,000 were completed at 
no expense to the Costessey Taxpayer. 

Maintained by

01603 742958
costessey.org.uk
info@costesseytc.org

If you’d like to report  
an issue, please quote 

the asset reference  
number shown above

001

Donate Unwanted items 
To Age UK (Norfolk)    
To arrange a free collection of large items call 

01362 694596 or www.ageuk.org.uk/norfolk/shops

Recreational areas alongside the bus lane 
at Queen’s Hills are being prepared by 
South Norfolk Council. This will include two 
football pitches and an additional car park.

Oval Road 
1962



Coming to 
Longwater 
Grounds

Multi-Play Unit at 
Breckland Park 
will be able to 
accommodate up 
to 42 users

We identified the 
need for an all-
inclusive under 5s 
piece of equipment 
which will be 
installed early in the 
new year at the play 
area on Poethlyn 
Drive. It will certainly 
have novelty value. 
The lorry can 
accommodate up to 
20 users.

Recycling truck coming to 
Queen’s Hills Play Area 

Breckland Park Play 
Equipment – it just 
gets better 
We know it’s not just children from Costessey who meet up 
at Breckland Park, they come from Earlham, Bowthorpe, 
and Lower Hellesdon. The library, community facility, and 
football pitches make it an important recreational space 
to meet up. Offering a wide range of equipment for all ages 
makes it an obvious draw. Well-kept grounds are important, 
so we continue to maintain them to a high standard          

Feedback on the new equipment has been overwhelmingly 
positive and guess what – we have ordered a Multi-Play 
Unit to replace the old wooden trim trail. 
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Sports Park 
Trainers helping 

first-time users of 
the fitness frame

Chairman 
Cllr Dan Burrill 
officially opens 
the new 
equipment. 
A few weeks 
later we 
ordered some 
more.

Zip wire 
proves 

popular

The time is approaching when the Costessey 
Town Council begins to look at the Budget for 
2022/23. This will not be an easy process, the 
UK economy is under considerable pressure 
from rising wages, rising energy and material 
costs and CTC is not immune to this pressure. 
We will have to consider whether the cost 
increases will necessitate an increase in the part 
of your Council Tax which pays for local services 
provided by us. Currently a Band D home  

pays £120.90 a year, with smaller homes  
paying less. 

Last year, we decided to run a deficit budget 
to help households through the pandemic. 
This will be difficult to do in 2022/23 due 
to the negative impact it will have on our 
reserves. We will do everything to maintain 
services at the most economic cost. 

Cllr Graham Jones, Chairman Finance Committee

£££ 2022/23 Council Tax £££
Well done to the staff who contributed to another excellent audit report
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Taverham Mill 
Visitor Centre 
www.anglianwaterparks.co.uk/taverham-mill

The 100-acre site boasts some spectacular 
views making us one of the most picturesque 
Norfolk nature reserves. With four lakes 
and situated by an old weir and mill pool on 
the River Wensum, Taverham is a haven for 
anglers, walkers and nature lovers.
Taverham Mills Head Ranger Harry Waye-Barker said,

“The underground style map featured in the last 
newsletter certainly helped put us on the list of 
local places to visit.”  

“Our owlets have fledged successfully and our 
ranger, Matt managed to get some amazing 
footage on the trail cams before they left. 
This footage can be seen in the visitor centre 
screens at Taverham Mill. As well as this footage 
he has captured some amazing clips of what goes 
on around the reserve at night. There are some 
real surprises, so do come and have a look.” 

“Autumn is well and truly in the air at Taverham 
Mill. The reserve is full of golds, reds and yellows. 
Fresh mornings and crisp clear days have been 
magic out on our walking trails.”

“Wildlife continues to show well on the reserve 
and particularly raptors. In the last few days, 
I have seen; Kestrels, Buzzards, a Red Kite and 
Sparrow Hawks”.

Wensum Valley   

Keen gardeners pictured on the front cover helped fill 
the raised flower beds at the Costessey Centre and are 
seeking to extend the area further along the footpath. 
A £5,000 grant has been awarded by Saffron Housing 
Assn which will be spent on some hexagonal flower beds. 
We also need help to develop a Sensory Garden at Queen’s 
Hills.  Contact  Honorary Tree Warden Pauline Williamson 
01603 742491.

Queen’s Hill Primary 
School Countryside 
Project 
Part of the school playground has been developed 
to allow children to learn about the countryside, 
gardening, and local nature. If you have gardening 
skills and would like to volunteer to help us to 
maintain this area they would love to hear from you. 
They would also appreciate donations of herb or  
bee-loving plants for their sensory garden.

Call for Gardeners

Grants will 
help enhance 
unused areas
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It’s Blooming Marvellous 
at Barley Court 
Barley Court tenants Robert Watling, 
Janet Oates and Claude Carter have 
kept busy during the lockdown. 

The gardening trio has worked hard 
on improving the little grassed area 
outside Janet’s apartment and is 
extremely proud of the lawn and 
flowerpots that adorn the patio 
area. The courtyard garden at the 
Independent Community Living 
Scheme in New Costessey has come 
alive with painted benches and 
beautiful flowers from Pineapple 
Plants to Lillies, and it has also 
become a haven for wildlife too.

Robert said, “Doing the garden 
has kept me busy, it has become 
a great talking point, and it keeps 
our minds and bodies busy too.”

Tracey Harris, Head of Wellbeing & Partnerships commented 
“With our permission Robert, Janet and Claude used their spare time 
to enhance the outside space at Barley Court, it gave the tenants and 
staff a boost during lockdown too”. 

Lodge Farm 
Recreational 
Areas Update  
Taylor Wimpey has agreed to offer 
the land approved for allotments, 
a community orchard and football 
pitches to the Town Council. It was 
originally destined to be transferred 
to a management company that 
would charge every home on the 
development an annual fee for its 
upkeep. Final negotiations to ensure 
the commuted sum paid to the Town 
Council is calculated in our best 
interests will be overseen by South 
Norfolk Council. 

Additional signs 
designed by 
children will be 
installed on roads 
around Costessey 
Primary School 
to reinforce 
the message. 
Two designs 
will be used as 
road signs, but 
all were highly 
commended.                     

Highly Commended

These two winners will appear on roads signs soon
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Norfolk and Norwich Hospitals Charity 
Champion Community Awards 
The annual award programme seeks to thank members 
of our community, including schools, young people, 
businesses and members of staff for going over and above 
in support of our hospitals in their own unique way.

Congratulations to Costessey Eagles Under 10s football 
team who ran the distance from the home of Norwich City 
FC to the Liverpool FC ground raising £1,600

The team of 12 players, Deacon, Elliot, Isaac, James, Kai, 
Kido, Louie, Oskar, Riley D and Riley F, Rudy and Samuel, 
completed the 300km from Carrow Road to Anfield in a 
month.

27 
Teams

Marking the football pitches 
at the start of the new season 
takes time. Costessey Sports 
Club introduced us to a robot 
that was programmed and set 
about the task at both sites. 
Our grounds staff still have to 
re-line them weekly throughout 
the football season but were 
pleased to be able to get on 
with other work.  

The first free public showing for 5 years. 
The history of Costessey Hall by Town 
Council Archivist Paul Cooper.

Let’s hope the Canaries still have a reason to visit Liverpool 
next season. 

Also, the Eagles won the Norfolk FA Spirit of Grassroots 
Football Award. The mums who feed them deserve a 
mention! 

Dan Henry Chairman of Costessey Sports won Norfolk FA 
Coach of the Year (Youth Teams). Dan is pictured above 
with one of the teams.  

Robot on payroll

The first free public showing of Costessey 
Hall for 5 years

Costessey Sports Statistics  

...and excellent pitches provided by the  
Costessey Town Council  

415 
players 

5
leagues 

60
volunteer coaches/

administrators

22
junior 

3
girls ( )5

adult 
1

ladies ( )

Great to see The Costessey Society 
and Costessey Memories are back 
meeting at our halls.



About Us
TOWN COUNCILLORS FOR COSTESSEY
Please find our councillors’ email addresses at 
www.costessey.org.uk/councillors.html      
Iftekhar Alam  
35, Valley Road   t. 07973 870113
John Amis  
96, Olive Road  t. 746665
Mark Bedford 
32, Bottom Breck Close  t. 749833
Gary Blundell (Vice-Chairman) 
37, Kestrel Avenue  t. 741097
Dan Burrill (Chairman) 
11, Jerningham Road  t. 449840
Katherine Deane  
11, Jerningham Road   t. 449840 
Glenys Dole    
Folgate Lane  t. 07423 560969
Tim East  
7, St Walstans Close  t. 743241
Louise Gibbs-Kneller  
58, Redpoll Road   t. 742035 
Libby Glover  
78, Middleton Crescent  t. 748374
Sheila Hannant  
88, Longwater Lane  t. 743444
Graham Jones  
457, Dereham Road  t. 742791
Sheila Jones  
457, Dereham Road  t. 742791
Terry Laidlaw 
3, Hill Top Drive  t. 271687
Jenny McCloskey  
111, Norwich Road   t. 495211 
John Newby  
6, Carr’s Hill Close  t. 746328
Patrick O’Connor  
144, Gunton Lane  t. 748339
Jamal Sealey  
25, Sunny Grove   t. 07538 471 006 
Sharon Sizeland  
16, Britannia Way   t. 07791 870702 

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS FOR COSTESSEY 
NEW COSTESSEY WARD
John Amis  96, Olive Road t. 746665 
e. john.amis@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk
Dan Burrill 11, Jerningham Road t. 449840 
e. dan.burrill@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk
 OLD COSTESSEY WARD (INC QUEEN’S HILLS)
Sharon Blundell 37, Kestrel Ave, Queen’s Hills t. 741097 
e. sharon.blundell@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk
Libby Glover 78, Middleton Crescent t. 748374 
e. libby.glover@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk
Terry Laidlaw 3, Hill Top Drive t. 271687 
e. terry.laidlaw@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk

COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Sharon Blundell   37 Kestrel Avenue  t. 741097 
e. sharon.blundell.cllr@norfolk.gov.uk

COUNCIL STAFF
Town Clerk: Hilary Elias
Deputy Clerk: Nigel Bailey
Clerk’s Assistants: Maggie Vozza & Emma Savage
Minutes Secretary: Laura Trabucco
Buildings Manager: Debbie Bowles
Head Groundsman: Barry Barber
Groundsman/Handy Person: Steven Lester
Caretaker/Cleaner: Maurice Barrowcliffe & Georgina Duford

COUNCIL VOLUNTEERS
Honorary Tree Warden: Pauline Williamson
Honorary Archivist: Paul Cooper
We are always seeking volunteers and can provide the 
relevant training and equipment.
Published by Hilary Elias, Town Clerk D
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IT’S BEGINNING TO LOOK A 
LOT LIKE CHRISTMAS 

TT Jones Ltd and Russen & Hill have kindly paid for 
outdoor Christmas Trees which will brighten up our 
grounds and halls. They will help raise our community 
spirit and be a good focal point. 

Contact Us
COSTESSEY TOWN COUNCIL

  TOWN COUNCIL OFFICE, FIRST FLOOR,  
  THE COSTESSEY CENTRE, LONGWATER LANE,  
  COSTESSEY, NORWICH NR8 5AH

  info@costesseytc.org   01603 742958

  www.costessey.org.uk    Follow us: @CostesseyTC

Queen’s 
Platinum 
Jubilee Fete 
Longwater Grounds NR8 5AH
FREE ENTRY – Car Parking £2 

Friday 3rd June 
12 noon to 6pm  
(Funfair open until 10pm both days)

Saturday 4th June 
10am to 10pm 
(Free Fireworks at 10pm)     

Book a stall: 
Costesseyfete@yahoo.co.uk

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND 
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

FROM ALL AT COSTESSEY TOWN COUNCIL  

Queen’s coronation 
procession in Costessey 1953 Sit in a Hurricane and Spitfire 


